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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Barra Strait Mi’kmaq Friendship Festival Launches First Year
— August 30 at Grand Narrows Waterfront

Celebrating music, culture, and community connections in Unama’ki

GRAND NARROWS/TEWITK, NS — August 14, 2025 — The Grand Narrows Waterfront
Development Society (GNWDS) is honoured to present the inaugural Barra Strait
Mi’kmaq Friendship Festival — Mawio’mi Tewitk, taking place on Saturday, August 30,
2025, from 12:00-5:00 PM at the Grand Narrows Waterfront.

The event is a new celebration designed to bring communities together through music,
culture, and conversation, creating opportunities to learn from one another, share
traditions, and strengthen the ties that connect us.

Highlights include:

e Awelcoming and blessing ceremony led by Mary Louise Bernard, opening the day
with reflection, gratitude, and respect.

e Performances from The Hi-Boys and The Blue Moose Band, featuring Indigenous
musicians and contemporary favourites.

e The unveiling of a new mural by students from Rankin School of the Narrows,
celebrating friendship and our shared landscape of Unama’ki.

e A Friendship Market with Indigenous and local vendors, artisans, and community
resources.

This year’s festival also celebrates the results of its logo contest, generously sponsored
by AECOM Canada. The winning design, created by Rosalie MacDonald, born and raised
of Grand Narrows, reflects the shared traditions of Mi’kmaq and non-Mi'kmaq
communities. At the heart of her design are a drum and beaded friendship bracelet,
surrounded by an eagle feather, a fish, music, storytelling, and faith symbols, the colours
of the medicine wheel, and three icons of the Barra Strait: the Highland Village Church,
the Barra Strait Bridge, and the connecting water.

The runner-up, Susan MacNeil, will also have her artwork featured during the event,
highlighting the creativity and talent within the community.
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Festival T-shirts featuring Rosalie’s logo are now on sale in black, grey, and white at the
Wheelhouse Cafe for $25, with proceeds supporting future events. Quantities are limited,
and attendees are encouraged to wear them on August 30 to show their support.

“We want this to feel like a day where people can meet, talk, and enjoy

each other’s company,” said Randy Pointkoski, Events Coordinator with

GNWDS. “It's about sharing stories, music, and traditions, and hopefully
starting new friendships that will last long after the event is over.”

Join us Saturday, August 30 from 12:00-5:00PM at the Grand Narrows Waterfront, in
Grand Narrows/Tewitk, Unama’ki/Cape Breton.

For more information:

www.grandnarrowswaterfront.com
gnwds@hotmail.com
Facebook: @WheelhouseCafeGNWDS

About Grand Narrows Waterfront Development Society

Incorporated in the early 1990s as a not-for-profit organization, the GNWDS has
preserved and enhanced the former lona-Grand Narrows Ferry Terminal property. Its
volunteers and staff have worked hard to advance the development of the site into a
premier tourist destination, including the community-run cafe. Nestled along the Barra
Strait, the Grand Narrows Waterfront strives to be a center for community engagement
and local hospitality.

Media Contact

Randy Pointkoski

Events Coordinator, Grand Narrows Waterfront
902-622-2439

rpointk@hotmail.com
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Winning Design — Barra Strait Mi’kmaq
Friendship Festival Logo

Rosalie’s design blends Mi’kmaq and non-
Mi'’kmaq traditions: a drum and beaded
friendship  bracelet at the centre,
surrounded by an eagle feather, fish, Celtic
friendship knot, and symbols of faith, music,
storytelling, and teaching, all over a
medicine wheel. At the base are the
Highland Village Church, the Barra Strait
Bridge, and the water connecting us.

~ AUGUST 30, 2025

Rosalie MacDonald - Logo
Contest Winner

Born and raised in Grand Narrows,
Rosalie is a retired teacher who has
always loved art. Now living in New
Minas, she still paints weekly and
returns home often. “| love that this
festival is about friendship - it's the
heart of my design.”



